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Nora Dempseyis currently the Senior Advisor for Innovationinthe State Department's Office of
eDiplomacy. Nora's Foreign Service career has been focused on creating partnerships, whether
between fractious neighboring countries in Africa or the Middle East, or between Universities focused
on the future potential of international collaboration. She wasamemberof U.S. Middle East peace
team 1993-1995, the Director of African Affairs atthe National Security Council 1999-2000, the U.S.
Consul General in Florence, Italy and the founder of SAPER, an international biotech research centerin
Tuscany. Director of the State Department’s Advanced ArabicInstitute in Tunisia 2008-2012, sheis now
focused onusingtechnologyasaninnovative diplomatictool around the world. Asinterimdirector of
the Virtual Student Federal Service during the pandemic of 2020, she "saved" 200 cancelled in-person
internships by taking them virtual, and welcomed a record setting 8000 studentapplicants forthe 2019-
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