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Bio: 
Jay Nath is the Co-Executive Director of City Innovate Foundation, a San Francisco based non-profit that helps 
government be more effective, equitable and responsive. Nath currently leads the Startup in Residence 
program, an on-premises incubator at City Hall, where entrepreneurs work with government officials to create 
new commercial products. In his previous role, Nath was the first Chief Innovation Officer for the Mayor of San 
Francisco and Obama White House Champion of Change, where he served for more than a decade. Under his 
leadership, he established the Mayor’s Office of Civic Innovation where his belief in cross-sector collaboration 
created the pioneering Civic Bridge program which brings pro bono talent from Google, McKinsey, Harvard 
Business School and many other organizations to solve critical challenges over four months. In collaboration 
with the Obama Presidential Innovation Fellows, Nath created the Mayor’s Executive Fellowship program 
where 10 cross-sector leaders spend one year in City Hall working on high impact projects. He also 
established open data legislation that requires city departments to make all non-confidential datasets available 
to the public and created the chief data officer position for the city. Prior to public service, Nath was VP of 
Product at SquareTrade, where he led the strategy for their flagship product leading to their acquisition for 
$1.4B and was a senior consultant at PricewaterhouseCoopers implementing health care software for 
enterprise customers. 
 
Bio (bullet style) 

● Jay is the Co-Executive Director of City Innovate Foundation, a San Francisco based non-profit, where 
he currently leads the Startup in Residence program, an accelerator for City Hall with Mayors across 
the U.S. 

● Jay is the former Chief Innovation Officer for the Mayor of City of San Francisco and has over 10 years 
of experience in government technology 

● Jay has extensive experience in technology decision making at the city level, working with CIOs across 
the US 

● Network of hundreds of government technology decision makers, helping our portfolio companies with 
customer acquisition, decision making, and influencing 

● Runs a multi-city government technology incubator, viewing the cutting edge of emerging solutions and 
getting teams in front of customers (e.g. recently helped a team go from 0 customers to 20 in 6 months) 

● Established the nation’s first open source and open data policy and was formally recognized by the 
White House 

● Developed a unique public-private partnership program leveraging tech talent from leading companies 
to help address dozens of government challenges at no cost to taxpayers (e.g. Google, Adobe, Splunk) 

● Previously, Jay was VP of Product at SquareTrade, where he launched their flagship product leading to 
their exit for $1.4B 

● Prior, Jay spent 7 years at PwC helping Fortune 100 clients manage their enterprise technology 
systems 

● Jay holds a B.A. from Cornell University. He lives in San Francisco with his wife and two children 
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Brief Bio: 
Jay Nath is the Co-Executive Director of City Innovate Foundation, a San Francisco based non-profit that helps 
government be more effective, equitable and responsive. Nath became San Francisco’s first Chief Innovation 
Officer where he’s served for more than a decade. In collaboration with the Obama White House, Nath 
launched the Mayor’s Startup in Residence program offering an on-premises incubator at City Hall to Mayors 
across the US. Prior to public service, Nath was VP of Product at SquareTrade, where he led the strategy for 
their flagship product leading to their acquisition for $1.4B and was a senior consultant at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
 
 
Quotes: 
“The challenges we face are to complex for any organization to tackle - we need the best and brightest inside 
and outside of City Hall working together to make real progress.” 
 
“I believe the best way to solve problems is by working together, across communities, cities and sectors.” 
 
Media Appearances: 
CNN, Atlantic Cities, Time, Smithsonian, BBC, TechCrunch, VentureBeat, Fast Company, Huffington Post, 
Business Insider, Good.is, Mashable, SF Chronicle, SF Examiner, GovTech 
 
Notable Speaking Engagements: 
Keynote @ Chief Innovation Officers Summit, Bridge Summit, Governing Innovation Summit, City Innovate 
Summit, SF Chamber of Commerce ForeCastSF, IFTF, Code For America Summit, UCLA Luskin School of 
Public Policy, Stanford, TEDx SOMA, SOCAP, NewCo 
 


