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OUR MISSION 

THORN DRIVES 
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION 
TO FIGHT CHILD SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION. 



THE NEED 

The Internet has made it  easier for children to be bought and sold online. 

 

 

 

Thorn Survivor Survey (2012) 



THE NEED 

Thousands of sites, networks, and forums offer  
i l legal child pornography and information about child  
sexual exploitat ion. 

MOST U.S. CHILD 
SEX TRAFFICKING 
RANSACTIONS  
OCCUR ONLINE. 

6 
Confidential. Not to be distributed. 



THE NEED 

Law enforcement doesn’t have enough time to navigate the online 
commercial sex market to find children and identify their traffickers. 

 

Thorn Survivor Survey (2012) 

THERE ARE OVER 100,000 NEW ADS POSTED EVERY DAY IN THE 
ESCORT SERVICES SECTION OF BACKPAGE.COM 



SPOTLIGHT 

Spotlight takes the massive amounts of data available 
online and turns it into an asset for law enforcement. 





SPOTLIGHT 

 
 
 

1,865 users 
482 agencies 

319 cities 
48 states (+ Washington DC) 

 



SPOTLIGHT 

#1 Human Trafficking Investigations Tool 
in the U.S. 

 
860+ cases 

300+ victims identified  
(including 45 minors)  

63 traffickers identified 
 

 

Stats come from user survey conducted in October 2015, with an 8% response rate. 



SPOTLIGHT 





THANK YOU 

www.wearethorn.org 
 
 

http://www.wearethorn.org
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