We, the undersigned, are proud FBI Special Agents. Today, we write in our capacity as the volunteer
leadership and chapter representatives of the FBI Agents Association (“FBIAA”), a professional
organization representing nearly all active duty Special Agents. FBIAA members elected us, and we
represent all FBI field offices. We are the only dedicated voice for the nearly 13,000 active FBI Special
Agents, the vast majority of whom are members of the FBIAA.

On Friday, January 11, 2019, FBI Agents will not be paid due to the partial government shutdown, but we
will continue our work protecting our nation. We urge our elected representatives to fund the Department
of Justice (“DOJ”) and the FBI because financial security is a matter of national security:

1. FBI Special Agents are subject to high security standards that include rigorous and routine financial
background checks to ensure that Agents are financially stable and responsible. Missing payments
on debts could create delays in securing or renewing security clearances, and could even disqualify
Agents from continuing to serve in some cases.

2. The operations of the FBI require funding. As the shutdown continues, Special Agents remain at
work for the American people without being paid, and FBI leadership is doing all it can to fund
FBI operations with increasingly limited resources—this situation is not sustainable. The important
work done by the Bureau needs to be funded immediately.

3. Pay uncertainty undermines the FBI’s ability to recruit and retain high-caliber
professionals. Special Agents are skilled professionals who have a variety of employment options
in the private sector. The ongoing financial insecurity caused by the failure to fund the FBI could
lead some FBI Agents to consider career options that provide more stability for their families.

The men and women of the FBI proudly serve this nation and are honored to protect our country and
Constitution from all threats, foreign and domestic. We are confident that our leaders share this commitment
to protecting our country and will find a path forward to fund the DOJ and the FBI. As those on the
frontlines in the fight against criminals and terrorists, we urge expediency before financial insecurity
compromises national security.
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